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COOMBEWOOD AMENITY FUND – funding available. 
The Coombewood Fund provides grants to organisations working with people with mental health issues across South Essex. The fund is managed by Essex Community and looks to support organisations who give practical help to individuals wanting to improve their chances of employment. 

Recent grants include supporting the Growing Together project run by Trustlinks which offers those with mental health problems a chance to work in the organisation’s Therapeutic Garden as a way of improving their health, confidence and social skills. The project provides training opportunities and work experience as well as self esteem building, targeting stress, anxiety and depression.
ECF currently has £12,125 of available funds and invites you to contact Caroline Taylor at ECF to discuss your project, please ensure you have read the guidelines below. 
Coombewood Amenity Fund – Grants Programme Guidelines

· Coombewood Amenity Fund awards grants to voluntary organisations to help people with mental health problems gain employment, or increase their chances of employment
· Voluntary organisations that apply must be working with clients in South Essex – i.e. in Basildon, Brentwood, Castle Point, Rochford, Southend or Thurrock.

· Voluntary organisations do not have to be a registered charity but must be engaged in charitable activity and have some form of management structure.

· Grants can be awarded to VCO to run particular projects or you could consider managing a small bursary scheme to assist people into employment 

· Individuals may make an application to a voluntary organisation which has been awarded a bursary from Coombewood Amenity Fund, but cannot apply directly to Essex Community Foundation.

· Grants can be considered to fund training, to improve educational skills and personal development, and to build confidence.

· There is no minimum grant size, but priority will be given to small grants targeted e.g. under £5,000 at helping individuals who are mental health service users prepare for employment.

· Please contact the Foundation if you have any queries or if you want to discuss a potential application.

For further information please contact:


Caroline Taylor



Tel:  01245 356 018

Programmes Director


Fax: 01245 251 151 

Essex Community Foundation 

121 New London Road


Chelmsford CM2 0QT



E-mail: caroline@essexcf.org.uk
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